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narratives, written from ocular testimony, of what
happened at Delhi and Cawnpore. And in this
instance we have the official report of an English
Secretary of Legation sent from Constantinople to
collect evidence on the spot. It estimates the
number of slaughtered Bulgarians at 12,000. At
Batak " the villagers were summoned by Achmet
Aga to give up their arms, and were solemnly
assured by him that, if they did so, their lives
would be spared. They obeyed, and gave him
their money, too. Achmet promptly set the Bashi-
Bazouks upon them, who slaughtered them like
sheep. Twelve hundred who took refuge in a
church were burnt alive. For this exploit Achmet
received the order of the Medjidie."1

Disraeli, when first questioned about the
massacres, spoke of the newspaper reports as
"coffee-house babble." That babble was soon to
be used as the instrument of his overthrow. Early
in September Gladstone, accepting the corres-
pondence of the Daily News as, on the whole,
trustworthy, published a pamphlet entitled Bid-
garian Horrors and the Question of the East, in
which he demanded the expulsion of the Turkish
executive officers " from the province they had
desolated and profaned." Disraeli, who had been
recently raised to the peerage under the title of
Earl of Beaconsfield, replied by a protest against
the politicians who made use of such incidents for
party purposes, " comparing them unfavourably
with the perpetrators of the Bulgarian massacres."2

1  H. Paul, Modem England, vol. iv.. p. 12.

2  Ibid, p. 13.